[image: image1.jpg]


We would like to welcome Charlene Leister as principal of SHAPE American Elementary School.  Charlene previously held the position of assistant principal at SHAPE.  She is a graduate of The University of North Carolina at Wilmington, with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education.  She obtained her Masters and additional graduate work from East Carolina University.  

Charlene began her teaching career in North Carolina, as an elementary classroom teacher. Upon becoming an administrator, she was the principal of Topsail Primary School for four years and Long Creek Grady Elementary for two years. After six years as a school principal she was promoted to the central office position of Program Administrator for Exceptional Children. Nine years later she accepted the challenge of working with New Hanover County Schools, one of the largest school systems in the state.  Charlene’s position of District Director of Title1, a federal program, included work with instructional programs for seventeen elementary and five middle schools.   

Charlene has chaired school improvement teams that focus on strategies to increase student achievement.  Additional initiatives include establishing three Pre-kindergarten schools for five hundred four year olds and facilitating collaborative partnerships between public and private schools. 

Throughout her career Charlene has served on various community boards.  Her most recent appointments include North Carolina Governor Easley’s More at Four Advisory Committee, Head Start Policy Council, and The Partnership for Children.  Charlene believes that a strong school community partnership contributes to a student’s success in school.  She looks forward to her work with the students, staff, parents, and community of SHAPE American Elementary School. 

